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Preface

The 22nd annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference (TRAC) was held
between 29 March and 1 April 2012 in conjunction with the 10th Roman Archaeology
Conference (RAC) at the Goethe-Universitit in Frankfurt am Main. This marked the first
time in the history of TRAC that the conference was organised in Germany, and only the
second time that the conference has been held on the continent, including TRAC 2008
in Amsterdam.

At TRAC Frankfurt, a variety of high quality papers were presented in various
innovative sessions that were dedicated to theoretical issues in Roman studies. From
a large number of interesting and versatile applications 55 papers were selected to be
presented in seven thematic and three general sessions over the four-day course of the
conference. Due to the given format of the Proceedings only a small number of papers
can be presented in this volume. All of these have been peer reviewed externally, and
the result is notable.

Contributions submitted by authors from eight countries and three continents provide
evidence for the world-wide interest in Theoretical Roman Archaeology: In her paper,
Anna Anguissola investigates the manifold aspects of Roman marble statuary and
pays particular attention to questions of originality and imitation. With Thamugadi and
Lepcis Magna as case studies, Lennart Gilhaus analyses the role of Roman senators
and equites in the process of social change in Roman North Africa during the first three
centuries A.D. Annalisa Calapa looks at Volsinii under Roman rule, asking whether its
civic religion can be conceived as Sacra Volsiniensia. Roman Roth studies phenomena
of cultural change in middle-Republican central Italy as seen from the perspective of
an African horizon of experience. The joint paper by Eeva-Maria Viitanen, Laura
Nissinen and Kalle Korhonen focuses on neighbourhood relations regarding street
activities in residential areas. Neighbourhood relations are also central to Heini Ynnilé’s
contribution, which discusses the studies of insulae in Roman Pompeii. Aspects of
accessibility and visibility in this town are further studied by Evan Proudfoot, whose
research is based on entrance ways and their functionality. Turning to Egypt and its
impact on the social and cultural life of Rome, Eva M. Mol investigates Egyptian and
‘egyptianising’ objects in the Roman domestic sphere by applying Heidegger’s thing
theory approach. Hybrid bridges are the research topic of Jay Ingate’s paper on the
effects of Roman urban architectural elements on Prehistoric and Iron Age waterscapes.
Sylvie Barrier addresses the Romanisation of Gaul by applying new methodological
approaches in the study of Gaulish fine wares in the period between 200 B.C. and
50 A.D. Through a re-evaluation of the so-called ‘Catterick Transvestite’, Renato
Pinto and Luciano C.G. Pinto discuss the application of gender and identity in the
archaeological discourse. Finally, Nicky Garland studies the landscape of pre-Roman
Britain, analysing the ritual use of frontier regions.

TRAC Frankfurt, and the papers provided here, have demonstrated that the diversity
and complexity of Roman archaeology cannot be adequately covered by research carried
out in isolation. Only through collaboration and in international and interdisciplinary
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exchange is it possible to develop and advance the field of Roman archaeology, both
theoretically and practically. The editors of this volume, therefore, welcome the wish
and aspiration of the TRAC Standing Committee to continue the internationalisation
of this successful and productive conference series. The installation of a permanent
TRAC website, which is available at Attp.//www.trac.org.uk forms an important step in
this direction. After its second ‘excursion’ to the continent, the conference will return to
Britain, where the 23rd TRAC will be hosted by King’s College London from 4 April to
6 April 2013, but it is hoped that we will see TRAC continuing to expand to new venues
on the continent and further afield.

TRAC 2012 would not have been possible without the support of many people and
institutions. The organisers would, therefore, like to thank their supporters: the Goethe-
Universitit Frankfurt and the Technische Universitidt Darmstadt for providing venues
and staff; the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies and the Barbican Research
Associates for granting generous bursaries for speakers and attendees; the RAC Frankfurt
Organising Committee and its executive chairman, David Wigg-Wolf from the Rémisch-
Germanische Kommission des Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts; Darrell Rohl from
the TRAC Standing Committee for most helpful advice and for chairing at TRAC’s
general sessions. The conference would not have run so smoothly without the support of
our assiduous student assistants, to whom we are much obliged. We would like to thank
all the speakers and session organisers, as well as all the contributors to this volume for
their cooperation and commitment. Our gratitude also goes to the anonymous reviewers
for their time and invaluable comments and critique; the Romerkastell Saalburg for
hosting an excursion and the provision of the image of a fibula depicting an owl, which
is the template for the conference logo, and to Hanni Topfer for her support in preparing
the contributions for publication. Finally, our gratitude goes to Oxbow Books for their
continued commitment to publishing the TRAC Proceedings, which we hope will
continue in the future.

Annabel Bokern, Marion Bolder-Boos, Stefan Krmnicek, Dominik Maschek
and Sven Page
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