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Preface
The 25th Anniversary

TRAC began in 1991 at the University of Newcastle with over 90 delegates from the UK, USA, 
the Netherlands, and Germany. Over the course of two days, 18 papers were given in a single-
session format, and fruitful debate and discussion ensured that what was originally conceived 
as a one-off event became a regular series. From the outset TRAC was unorthodox, radical, 
and highly critical, yet distinctly inclusive and egalitarian. Several participants of those early 
conferences now hold prominent academic  positions at universities across the USA, UK, and 
Europe. When TRAC began, the conference founder Eleanor Scott noted a “fi erce resistance” 
to theory in Roman archaeology. However, over the past 25 years TRAC has continued to fi ght 
against this, contributing to the progressive integration of theory into the wider fi eld. During 
this time TRAC has grown in both size and scope, and has now become a truly international 
operation, with conferences held across the UK, as well as abroad in Amsterdam, Ann Arbor, 
Frankfurt, and Rome. The TRAC Standing Committee continues to work for the promotion 
of theory in Roman archaeology, ensuring continuity between annual conferences and TRAC 
Proceedings publications, but also developing new initiatives that continue to honour the aims, 
objectives, and spirit of TRAC’s earliest years while adapting to current challenges and fi ghting 
off theoretical stagnation. 

In recent years TRAC has undergone signifi cant changes, and as the fi eld of Roman archaeology 
continues to progress in new directions, it is hoped that TRAC will always be able to adjust, 
improve, and evolve. Major new initiatives have been promised in the past few years, and these 
have been steadily materialising. From expanding TRAC’s role through a new publication series 
and additional events, including TRAC Workshops, to making the most of new technologies and 
social media, TRAC’s future success lies within its community, which continues to strengthen. 
Leveraging this community to lead Roman archaeology into new theoretical directions, and to 
fuel TRAC’s organisational engines is perhaps our biggest challenge, but one that we are eager 
to take on as we move forward into this exciting and progressive era. As we celebrate and refl ect 
on the past 25 years of TRAC it is our hope that the next 25 years will continue to stimulate the 
growth and success of TRAC as a conference, publication outlet, and community. 

❦

The twenty-fi fth Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference (TRAC) was held at the University 
of Leicester between the 27th and 29th of March, 2015. This is the third time that the School of 
Archaeology and Ancient History has hosted this event (1996, 2003), and given the involvement 
of both staff and students with TRAC over the years it proved to be an ideal venue for the 
anniversary celebrations. The conference drew over 180 delegates of 17 nationalities from a 
variety of universities, museums, and research institutions in the UK, Europe, and North America 
with the goal of contributing to the progressive integration of theory into the wider fi eld of 



Prefacevi

Roman archaeology. Over the course of the conference, delegates were provided with a total of 
13 themed sessions and a ‘Lightning Round’ (a new addition to the standard format) to attend. 
Session topics were wide ranging in period, geographical location, and theoretical approach, 
featuring papers from UK and international delegates (from postgraduates to professors). Session 
topics ranged from public architecture to small fi nds (sponsored by the Roman Finds Group), 
Roman magic to military forts, and environmental archaeology (sponsored by the Association 
for Environmental Archaeology) to historical fi ction as archaeological technique.

The conference format was largely traditional, featuring opening proceedings with a keynote 
address presented by Dr Andrew Gardner (UCL). This keynote paper, titled ‘Debating Roman 
Imperialism: Critique, Construct, Repeat?’ is the opening paper in the volume and aptly refl ects on 
the current state and future directions of theoretical discourse in the fi eld of Roman archaeology, 
as well as TRAC’s role in this process. The subsequent selection of papers was taken from a 
variety of sessions presented at the conference, with topics wide ranging in both geographic 
and thematic scope and period.

Because of this diversity, the volume is not broken into specifi c sections, however, papers with 
similar themes have been grouped accordingly, allowing the text to fl ow and be read as a whole. 

The fi rst group of papers focuses on concepts of landscapes, death, magic, and memory. Stuart 
McKie discusses the role of creativity in the writing of lead curse tablets, while Alessandro 
Quercia and Melania Cazzulo present new work on non-normative burial practices in northern 
Italy. The next three papers are primarily concerned with the heuristic benefi ts of conceptualizing 
landscapes: Chiara Botturi considers the potential for funerary monuments and markers to 
reconstruct lost topographical relationships; David S. Rose analyses the relationships between 
Iron-Age sanctuaries as lieux de mémoire in Roman landscapes; and Nicky Garland presents a 
framework for understanding the relationship between fi nds in the landscape, and agency and 
identity in Late Iron-Age to early Roman-Britain. The next two papers discuss the deliberate 
burial of metal objects and the potential social and ritual meanings that this process may have 
entailed. Alessandra Esposito discusses the so called ‘priestly regalia’ deposits from Roman 
Britain and the meaning of their spatial distribution, and Siân Thomas presents evidence for the 
manipulation of memory through the use and deposition of Roman brooch types in Cornwall.

The second group of papers shares a focus on the societal construction of public and private 
spaces and boundaries. The fi rst two papers within this group use architectural remains and 
sociological approaches to examine specifi c religious, political, and bodily practices within 
distinct communities. Sadi Maréchal focuses on the multifarious public and private functions 
that baths and bathing could play in Late Antique North African society, while David Walsh 
takes a socio-archaeological approach to investigating the composition and devotion of Mithraic 
congregations and the evolution of Mithraism in the Tetrarchic period. The next two papers take 
more classical approaches to examine concepts of space, boundaries, and gender in, respectively, 
Late Antique and Republican Rome. Maria Kneafsey uses iconographic and literary evidence 
to better understand the meaning behind Late Antique representations of the adventus, with 
a specifi c focus on the City’s boundaries; Amy Russell then considers the role of gender in 
structuring public spaces in Republican Rome, particularly in the Forum Romanum, with a 
specifi c emphasis on rediscovering often-ignored female experiences.

The fi nal two papers take innovative and interdisciplinary approaches in order to develop a 
more nuanced understanding of the Roman world. Brittany Thomas provides insights into the 
processes behind Roman imperial public statue commission developed from interviews with a 
modern sculptor involved with royal commissions, and Matthew J. Mandich discusses the theory 
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of urban scaling and how it may be used in a Roman context to answer questions concerning 
the demographic and economic growth and decline of both the City and Empire of Rome over 
the longue durée.

The success of the conference and production of the volume is due to the support and 
involvement of many individuals and organisations. Financial support for the conference 
was provided by the School of Archaeology and Ancient History Business Group (UoL), the 
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, and the College of Arts, Humanities, and 
Law (UoL). In addition, bursaries were provided to postgraduate speakers (both international 
and UK based) by Barbican Research Associates and the Society for the Promotion of Roman 
Studies; helping to broaden both student and international participation. Many thanks go to 
the numerous student volunteers, university support staff, and departmental administrators 
(especially Sharon North and Selina Thraves) for ensuring the smooth running of the conference. 
Particular thanks also go to Prof. David Mattingly, Prof. Lin Foxhall, and Dr Neil Christie for 
their involvement. For the conference excursions, our thanks go to the staff at the Harborough 
Museum, especially Wendy Scott and Helen Sharp, for the talk and tour around the Hallaton 
Hoard, and to Prof. Jeremy Taylor for his tour of the Iron-Age hill fort at Burrough Hill. Special 
thanks are also due to the TRAC standing committee for their guidance and support, from the 
initial bid for the conference through to the publication of this volume.

The editorial committee would like to thank our peer reviewers from the TRAC Advisory 
Panel and the School of Archaeology and Ancient History at the University of Leicester, Oxbow 
Books for the publication of this volume, Val Lamb for the typesetting of the volume, and the 
Society of Antiquaries of London for the permission to use the antiquarian illustration of the 
Cyparissus mosaic found in Leicester as a cover image. Finally, the editors would like to thank 
all of the session organisers, chairs, speakers, and delegates that attended TRAC 2015 and 
contributed to such a successful conference.
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