
Table 1: Known stone vessels (‘craters’) from across the Roman Middle East. 

Temple Location Dimensions 
(m) 

Other comments References 

Bel Palmyra Diam. 0.5  Ingholt 1936: 97–
98, pl. XX.1; 
Schlumberger 1951: 
112, fn. 3.  

Find spot 
unknown 
(private 
collection) 

Palmyra h. 0.44 x diam. 
0.5 

Inscription: September AD163. 
Three handles: two lions; one 
female human head 

Chatonnet 1995. 

Unknown  Palmyra  Dedicated to Aglibol and 
Malakbel in AD29. Found reused 
in road from theatre to agora on 
W side. 

Bounni and Teixidor 
1975: XII, 36–37, pl. 
IX, no. 39; 
Chatonnet 1995: 
153. 

Khirbet et-
Tannur 

N of Petra  Built into bench in room 8. Tarrier 1995: 167; 
McKenzie et al. 
2013: 123. 

Khirbet Semrine 
D – Sanctuary 
of Abgal 

NW of 
Palmyra 
 

§35: h. 0.49 x 
d. 0.42 x diam. 
at top 0.56 
§36: h. 0.6 x 
internal diam. 
0.56 
§37: diam. c. 
0.28 
§38: diam. c. 
0.46 
§40: diam. c. 
0.46  
§41: diam. c. 
0.44 
§42: diam. c. 
0.40 
§43: diam. c. 
0.56 

1 complete; 10 fragmentary. 
Stone vessel in Room I (§35, in 
situ) – dedicated to Abgal, July 
AD257; stone vessel in cella 
(§36) – dedicated to Abgal in 
AD261/262 or AD266/267. 
 
 

Schlumberger 1951: 
60–62 §35–45 and 
§56–57. 

Khirbet Chteib NW of 
Palmyra 
 

Diam. c. 0.46  Schlumberger 1951: 
70 §5. 

Khirbet Madaba 
A 

NW of 
Palmyra 
 

?  Schlumberger 1951: 
75 §4, §6–7. 

Marzouga H NW of 
Palmyra 

 In large niche in room A.  Schlumberger 1951: 
85 §10. 

Ouéchel (fort) NW of Diam. c. 0.44 Room G Schlumberger 1951: 



Temple Location Dimensions 
(m) 

Other comments References 

Palmyra 
 

85–86 §4, §9–10. 

Sanctuaries at 
Deir el-Qala’a – 
Temple of Baal-
Marcod 

Deir el-
Qala’a, 
Lebanon 

 Frags of two stone vessels with 
Latin inscriptions around rim; 
no. 55 decorated with leaves, 
figs, grapes and two calves’ 
heads. Probably same as other 
stone vessels, but no image in 
publication. 

Jalabert 1906: 185–
186, nos 54–55; 
Schlumberger 1951: 
112, fn. 3. 
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